
 

 

Jesus Christ our Healer:  

Sicknesses and Infirmities 

Introduction: 
Over the course of this year we have been familiarizing ourselves with the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 
related to Jesus our Saviour, Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, the Healer and soon Coming King.  It is so great 
to think upon Jesus in these ways; it builds our faith and trust in God.  However, let’s remember that 
several weeks ago I spoke to the importance of preaching a true gospel message.  A true gospel focus is 
seen in the person of Jesus Christ and all that he came to fulfill.  Peter preached this in Acts 2:22-24 
“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was 
handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from 
the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 

The early apostle and disciples clearly understood the Gospel and willingly laid down their lives for Jesus.  
Over the centuries the gospel message has been challenged and today the gospel has become much 
distorted.  Very subtly the gospel has become about you and me and what we can get from God.  To 
some degree, the gospel has become more of a self-help message than a message of God Son’s coming 
in the flesh and dying for mankind.  The gospel today has become a humanistic gospel that suits us 
rather than a gospel that calls us to surrender all to God.  It is important to define humanism: 

● Any system or mode of thought or action in which human interests, values and dignity 
predominate.   

● A philosophy with a variety of ethical theory and practice that emphasizes reason, scientific 
inquiry, and human fulfillment in the natural world, often rejecting the importance of belief in 
God.   

● Humanism exalts man and dethrones God – it is idolatry.   
 

So as we carry on with the message of healing, let’s not lose focus of Jesus Christ and his life’s purpose. 

Matt 8:14-17 
Let’s look at the context leading us to this verse.  Jesus had just finished preaching his “Sermon on the 
Mount” as we call it, explaining what he expected of his Kingdom followers.  He confronts the Jewish 
legalistic traditions with that of his Kingdom ethics.  In doing so he raises the standard of morality to 
such a high standard that the Jewish leaders of his day would be unable to attain righteousness (us too).  
The subtle message here is simple: we are unable to attain righteousness with God apart from Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.   

As Jesus comes off the mountain the crowds follow him.  In the natural course of his day Jesus’ single 
touch heals a leper and the paralyzed servant of a Roman centurion is made whole.  Then Jesus makes 
his way to Peter’s house which leads us to our current Scripture.   



 

 

When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15 He 
touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.  16 When evening 
came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a 
word and healed all the sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He 
took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” 

There are several points to highlight here.   

● Firstly, without any hesitation, Jesus sees Peter’s mother-in-law bed-ridden with sickness, 
resulting in a fever.  He touches her and the fever leaves, she is healed and made well.   
 

● Secondly, her response is also with any hesitation; she gets up and begins to wait on Jesus.  
Usually when a fever leaves, one’s body is weak for some time, but that was not true here.  I 
believe there is a lesson here for us to consider.  Has God ever healed you?  Has he ever taken 
you out of a difficult situation?  I am sure the answer is yes.  The question is this – how can you 
and I express our gratitude and thanksgiving to him?  In the context of this passage of Scripture, 
Peter’s mother-in-law got up and began to wait or minister to Jesus; possibly serving a meal and 
taking care of his ministry team.  What does “waiting on Jesus” mean to you? 
 

● Thirdly, after travelling all day and settling into Peter’s home with a healing, we are told it was 
evening.  Jesus and his disciples would have been tired and yet somehow the word had gotten 
that Jesus was in town.   Jesus’ true character shines through here.  So at the end of a long day, 
Jesus’ kindness and compassion kicks in.  We are told that many who were demon possessed 
were brought to him and with a word he drove out the demons.  The ‘word’ he spoke is 
translated “logos” in the Greek, which does not necessarily mean just one word, but also implies 
a statement or speech.  In various translations we are told Jesus drove out, cast out and even 
commanded the demons to leave.  Matthew records the authority of Jesus over the demonic in 
a simple and yet powerful way.  This is another aspect of Jesus Christ the Healer – he heals us 
from the demonic bondages that plague our lives.   
 

● Fourthly, we see Matthew recording that Jesus heals.  Matthew adds an extraordinary word 
here, “all”; in the Greek language this implies – all, any, total, whole, and of every kind.  When 
applied in this passage of Scripture we see Jesus healing – bringing therapy in the Greek – 
everyone and every king of sickness.   
 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not partially able to heal but fully empowered by God to heal all 
and anyone of sickness; something wrong, evil, harmful or incorrect in one’s life. 

● Lastly, Matthew ends with a quote from Isaiah 53:4 – “He took up our infirmities and carried 
our diseases.”  Matthew uses two words here – infirmities and diseases (NIV).  Infirmities can be 
seen as sickness, weakness, illness, incapacity and timidity – those things that cause grief in our 
lives.  We are told that Jesus took up all of these upon himself.  It all says he carried of disease or 
sickness or sorrows.  The Isaiah passage directly relates to Jesus dying on the cross.  We are told 
that Jesus “took up” or took upon himself our infirmities and that he “carried” our diseases and 
sicknesses on the cross.   



 

 

The next verse in Isaiah states, “he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.”  Peter quotes this same passage of Isaiah and adds – looking back to the cross – “He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed (1 Peter 2:24).   

 

These wonderful aspects of Jesus Christ the Healer are too good to be overlooked.   

In Conclusion: 
As we have seen in today’s passages of Scripture, it is God’s will to heal the sick and that this purpose is 
revealed in his Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus exhibits the authority and power of God over demons and 
disease, setting people free from various debilitating discomforts.  It is totally reasonable to believe that 
God is interested in the spiritual and physical aspect of those who seek him for health and freedom.  It is 
not necessary for us to try to convince God to take an interest in our spiritual and physical needs, 
especially in light of Matthew’s passage of Scripture, along with Isaiah’s confirming amen.  It is the 
desire of Jesus to see mankind restored spiritually and physically as his kingdom comes and his will is 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  We must remember that the Gospel is all about Jesus, amen, and yet 
from Jesus’ view he came to: 

● “to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor” (Luke 4:18-19). 
 

● “seek and save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).   

In Application: 
It is the desire of Jesus to set us free; from the effects of the enemy, spirit, soul and body.  He longs to 
see us free from the illnesses that rob us of joy and peace and the ability to serve him wholeheartedly.  
In light of these thoughts today and having looked at these passages of Scripture, what are some areas 
of your life that you need healing?  What ails you?  What discomforts you?  Just as people we brought to 
Jesus to be set free from the enemy, can you, would you come to Jesus to have him set you free today?  

Let’s pray with and for one another... 

    


